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Theme Bible Reading

Ephesians 4:1-3 NIV

As a prisoner for the Lord, then, I urge you to live a life worthy of the calling you have received. Be completely

humble and gentle; be patient, bearing with one another in love. Make every effort to keep the unity of the

Spirit through the bond of peace.

John 1:14 NIV

The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the one and only

Son, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth.

There is an urgent need of unity in this globalization era. Typhoon, tsunami, nuclear fallout, climate

change, precarious eco-system and the financial tsunami have indeed overcome the wall of separation that used

to keep us apart. We are part of a global village and living in the same boat with a common fate. We do need a

spirit of reconciliation to fight the problems and crisis facing us today.

We have to face the reality of the separation and the alienation of the present age. For example:

1. The increasing gap between the rich and the poor.

2. The discrimination on the basis of race, religion, sex, socio-economic status and etc.

3. The separating wall of language, culture, ideology, theology, prejudice and etc.

4. The problem of injustice and grudge alienated the victims from the wrong doers.

The gospel of Jesus Christ overcomes the wall separating sinful man from the holy and righteous God.

The blessed presence of God in man brings about the grace and truth in the Christian life. The Son of God

became the blessed Friend of humanity:

1. Jesus Christ is the gift of God sent to the world to reconcile us to be the children of God.

2. Christians are meant to be the peace-makers between God and man as well as between man and man.

1. His sacrificial love for the sinful mankind with the grace of forgiveness.

2. His admirable character of humility and gentleness.

3. His empathic outreach to the oppressed, and the downtrod.

4. His healing touch to the sick and the brokenhearted.

5. The Word became flesh and made His dwelling among us. In other words, He humbled Himself to be a

human person and lived among us.
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6. He overcame the wall of separation between righteousness and unrighteousness and He empathized the

human situation afflicted by the human sinful nature.

Empathy is the blessed attitude to overcome the wall of separation. We can learn from the empathy of

Jesus Christ in the following verse: "So in everything, do to others what you would have them do to you, for

this sums up the Law and the Prophets. Matthew 7:12 NIV" What is empathy? Empathy is the key cornerstone

in genuine human relationships. To empathize means to share, to experience the feelings of another person.

After arriving Kyoto I am astonished and deeply touched by the JCMA colleagues' sincere confession

of the past wrongs committed by the Japanese military before 1945, even though the tragic event has ended 66

years ago. On behalf of Taiwanese people I ask for your forgiveness for our sin of un_forgiving. It is time for

us to reach reconciliation by forgetting the past and moving forward.

We need to meditate on the request of the Lord's Prayer: "Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who

sin against us. Matthew 6:12 KJV" The Archbishop of York William Temple has pointed out: "Only one

petition in the Lord's Prayer has any condition attached to it; it is the petition for forgiveness." Indeed, we are

demanded by God to forgive man in order to be forgiven by God. This has been further confirmed by our Lord:

"For if you forgive other people when they sin against you, your heavenly Father will also forgive you. But if

you do not forgive others their sins, your Father will not forgive your sins. Matthew 6:14 -15 NIV"

1. Forgiveness is a sign of positive self-esteem.

2. Forgiveness is letting go of the past.

3. Forgiveness is no longer wanting to punish those who hurt us.

4. Forgiveness is moving on.

As pointed out by Rev. Martin Luther King, the prominent leader in the African-American Civil

Rights Movement, "Forgiveness is, not an occasional act, it is a permanent attitude." The American social

reformer Rev. Henry Ward Beecher said, 'I can forgive, but I cannot forget,' is only another way of saying 'I

cannot forgive.' Professor C. S. Lewis at Oxford University said, "Everyone says forgiveness is a lovely idea,

until they have something to forgive."

Apostle Paul is another role model that overcomes the wall of separation. He was a Jew reached out to

the gentiles. Because Apostle Paul was a Jew used to live in Greek culture and converted from the Judaic

tradition. As a result, he had been equipped to overcome the wall of separation between the Christian and the

Greek as well as between the Christian and the Jew. In addition, Apostle Paul was a follower of Jesus Christ.

He lived a life worthy of the calling receiving from Jesus Christ. He showed Christ-like character of humility

and gentleness and was patient with those who differ from him and did his best to keep the unity in Christ

through the bond of peace.

Foreign missionaries, for example, also overcame the suspicion and hostility of the natives. Foreign

missionaries broke the barrier of suspicion and hostility by introducing the gospel of peace to people in Japan,

Korea, China, Taiwan and other parts of the world. We also witness the incredible medical mission brings

down the wall of separation. Especially, the benevolent medical service has been very efficient to bring down

the wall of separation around the world through the centuries.

Jesus Christ manifested the forgiveness based on the cross. Having been nailed on the cross, Jesus

said, "Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they are doing. Luke 23:34 NIV" In fact, cross-bearing

self-denial is the core of Christian gospel and reconciliation. This has been emphasized by our Lord Jesus
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Christ, "Whoever wants to be my disciple must deny themselves and take up their cross daily and follow me.

Luke 9:23 NIV" Indeed, cross-bearing self-denial enables us to make confession of sin, forgiveness, love,

patience, and reconciliation.

Japanese Christian pacifist Toyohiko Kagawa ( ) left us a legacy of the practical insight of the

cross: "The cross symbolized the power of the love of Christ and the power of suffering for righteousness' sake.

But some Christians look with disdain upon those who actually follow Christ by hard work, motivated by

brotherly love and passion to serve. They conceive pulpit religion to be much more refined than movements for

the actual realizations of brotherly love among men. . .The religion Jesus taught was diametrically the opposite

of this. He set up no definitions about God, but taught the actual practical practice of love."

Dietrich Bonhoeffer said, "If you do a good job for others, you heal yourself at the same time, because

a dose of joy is a spiritual cure."

In conclusion
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